
CHOATE ROSEMARY HALL BULLETIN SPRING 2007

26
CHOATE ROSEMARY HALL BULLETIN SPRING 2007

27

CNNOTESC L A SS  NOTES
SPRING 2007

RH 1929
Pamela Crawford Holahan
170 Beach 133rd Street
Belle Harbor, NY 11694
hollahoops@aol.com

RH 1930
Bunny Warren Southack
Whitetail Farm
273 Gay Street
Sharon, CT 06069

RH 1940
Bebe Breese Wellinghoff
1027 East Bluff Drive, RD 5
Penn Yan, NY 14527-8922

RH 1944
Nancy Harper Fritz
8 Galaxy Isle
Ladera Ranch, CA 92695
       
RH 1945
Condolences to Andre Maitland Dean, 
whose twin sister Sylvia Maitland Lynch, 
died in January.

RH 1946
Dottie Cholnoky
15 Beechcroft Road
Greenwich, CT 06830-3911
dcholnoky@mac.com

RH 1948
Geney Bragg Geoghegan
2500 Montchanin Road
Wilmington, DE 19807-1408

RH 1950
Nancy Evans Burns
Snowville School
Box 105
9 Drew Hill Road
Eaton Center, NH 03832

RH 1951
Margaret Hart Rogers
33R Orchard Street
Cos Cob, CT 06807-2402
mdmacbh@aol.com

RH 1953
Jean Hilditch Wilson
1408 Mount Massive
Leadville, CO 80461
jwilson@amigo.net

RH 1954
Alison Noller Owens
P.O. Box
Wauna, WA 98395-0404
alisoneo@centurytel.net

Diane Monson wishes the class a very 
happy birthday, at least those of us who 
reached 70 in 2006. She feels quite 
amazed that time flies by so fast. She said 
that what keeps her ticking is her love of 
sociability, music, flowers, natural beauty, 
travel and adventure. In her words, “I want 
to do something for my country. These 
days I am a member of the cadet chapel at 
West Point. I am also organist and director 
of music at my church in Scarsdale. I 
marvel at all the opportunities that Choate 
Rosemary now offers the students. I hope 
to attend the 2007 student production 
of Sweet Charity and so enjoyed the 
2006 production of The Sound of Music. 
Margaret Heaney Greene writes of 
having three 70th birthday celebrations, 
one with a British friend who was also 
born in Shanghai. They went to Oaxaca, 
Mexico, where they had a great time. 
Upon returning to Bethesda, Margaret was 
treated to an elegant dinner party by her 
three children. In April Margaret and Tom 
embarked upon their second walking tour 
of Sicily. Just prior to their departure their 
second grandson was born to their son 
and his wife. Last fall Margaret co-chaired 

the winning campaign of a candidate for 
the Montgomery County Council. Hannah 
Marks writes that Mary Adams Loomba’s 
children gave her a 70th birthday part in 
June. They located Hannah and were able 
to have her attend the party. Hannah says 
that Mary is her oldest and closest friend. 
The party was very festive; Mary wanted 
a dance party so all attending danced the 
night away. As for Hannah and her family, 
she says that her son who is a veterinarian 
has purchased two veterinary clinics in 
New Haven. Hannah sings in the choir of 
her church and is in a choral group that 
sings songs from Broadway musicals. 
Hannah and her husband are having 
their apartment renovated and to that 
end have moved out for a three-month 
period. Hannah received the Deacon’s 
Award given annually to a member of 
the Unitarian Church of All Souls for her 
behind-the-scenes volunteer services. 
Mary Adams Loomba plans to retire this 
coming August. She has been working as 
a librarian for 35 years and feels that it’s 
time to move on to something else. First 
on the agenda is to get a dog. Mary would 
like to get a small black Lab to help her 
offer therapy in schools and hospitals. 
Mary’s grandchildren help Mary and her 
husband Paul to “live vicariously”. Two of 
the grandchildren are juniors in college, 
one at McGill and the other at Amherst. 
Mary takes a dance class called Dance ’n 
Funk three times a week. This makes her 
feel agile and young—at least until the 
next morning. Three different literature 
groups keep Mary reading and discussing 
interesting things. Mary and Paul had a 
wonderful time during their trip to Ireland 
last fall. Due to time constraints they were 
unable to see Nancy Caird. Isabel Wein 
Malkin feels very fortunate that she and 
her husband Peter are still together. They 
have two grandchildren in college and 
two more starting in the fall of 2007. She 

producer scouting locations for a golf tournament. “I love your 

look,” he kept saying to Valerie. “It’s very Ralph Lauren. Do you 

have photos I could show to modeling agencies?” 

Valerie recalls, “I thought he was giving me the big Hollywood 

come-on because he wanted Pebble Beach to host his tournament.” 

She was wrong.

Four modeling agencies quickly signed her, including legendary 

Ford Models. Valerie now continues full-time at Pebble Beach, 

while fitting in television and print shoots and high fashion runway 

assignments. Her Web site, www.valerieramsey.com, has a portfolio 

of her recent work. 

With her signature long, platinum tresses, she is already a local 

celebrity, with renown spreading nationally. Recently, she has 

appeared on several television shows, including Extra and Today 

Show, alongside Raquel Welch and best-selling author Gail Sheehy. 

Valerie’s beauty tips include exercising 30 minutes each morning, 

weight training, eating small portions, and exfoliating. She has 

not had plastic surgery. But the real tip, Valerie maintains, is to 

embrace the most of every age. “You have to be happy from within, 

stay open to new beginnings, and cherish the relationships in your 

life with your friends and family, particularly your children and 

grandchildren,” she says. 

Ten years ago, she was diagnosed with uterine cancer and heart 

disease. Her successful treatments made her even more grateful for 

having developed a strong backbone, and not relying mainly on her 

cheekbones. 	

Her life story is being penned by one of her daughters, with the 

book’s introduction by soap star Susan Lucci. Valerie comments 

wistfully, “I wish my mother could have been alive to see this. She 

would have gotten such a huge kick out of seeing me now.” 

Susan E.B. Schwartz ’74 is a contributing writer for the Bulletin.

A s the adage goes, if at 20, we have the face we 

were born with, and after 40 we have the face we 

deserve, then Valerie Hamlin Ramsey, at age 67, 

must be highly deserving.

Four years ago, when most people her age 

contemplate retirement, this mother of six and grandmother of 

seven successfully launched a new, highly implausible career: high-

fashion model. A conversation with Valerie quickly reveals her 

backbone is even more impressive than her cheekbones. 

And you soon realize that Valerie’s story is not about modeling 

designer clothes; it’s about making the most of each life stage 

and meeting life’s challenges. Born in California, Valerie was four 

when her parents divorced and her glamorous mother moved to 

Manhattan for her career, which was scouting hotel locations 

throughout South America. 

Facing a rare double 1950s whammy—a child of divorce along 

with a “road warrior” executive mom—Valerie felt different 

from most children. At seven, Valerie attended her first boarding 

school; three years later, she entered Rosemary Hall as a seventh-

grade boarder.

Initially homesick, Valerie grew to love Rosemary Hall, which 

became her surrogate family. Valerie fondly recalls Halloween 

parties in the catacombs under the Greenwich Main Building, 

Nativity plays, Christmas caroling, daily chapel, and even the 

school’s strict rules. “We couldn’t talk to boys on the phone unless 

they were our brothers,” she adds. “It was amazing how many 

brothers we had!” 

Besides her height—five-foot-ten—Valerie never thought her 

appearance striking at Rosemary Hall, particularly since her close 

friends included Ali McGraw ’56. “I was gangling and gawky,” 

Valerie insists. 

After Rosemary, many people suggested that she should try 

modeling. But her mother was horrified. “In those days, nice girls 

didn’t become models,” Valerie says.

Instead, Valerie enrolled in Rollins College, but left after her 

sophomore year to marry her college sweetheart. Forty-seven years 

later, they’re still happily married; Wally Ramsey taught English at 

Avon Old Farms, Greenwich Country Day, and then in 1987, at The 

Stevenson School in Pebble Beach, Calif. Happily and uneventfully, 

for most of Valerie’s life, she was a dedicated prep school master’s 

wife, housewife, and stay-at-home mom. 

In 1987, in Pebble Beach with her children grown, Valerie 

decided to enter the work force full-time. Hired into an entry-level 

administrative position at the Pebble Beach Resorts, over the next 

decade Valerie worked her way up the corporate ladder. 

At age 57, she was promoted into her current dream job of 

Manager of Public Relations and Media. She couldn’t imagine her 

life becoming more exciting. But she was wrong.

Five years later, as part of her liaison responsibilities for 

television and movies, Valerie was showing the resort to a television 

VALERIE HAMLIN RAMSEY ’57:

A ‘MODEL’ ROSEMARIAN
BY SUSAN E.B. SCHWARTZ ’74


